STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-706
PUBLI C UTILITIES COW SSI ON
Sept enber 25, 1998

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON, PROTECTI VE ORDER

Syst em Expansi on Reporting GOVERNI NG LDC EXPANSI ON
Requi rements for Authorized REPORTS

Nat ural Gas Local Distribution

Uilities

VELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT, Conmi ssioner

On August 17, 1998, in its Oder in Docket No. 96-786, the
Comm ssi on announced that all authorized |ocal distribution
natural gas utilities (LDCs) are required to provide system
expansion reports to the Conm ssion every six nonths, beginning
in OQctober 1998. Uilities are required to provide the Comm ssion
with information for purposes of regulatory oversight. 35-A
MR S. A 8 112. Because the nature of the information the
Comm ssion requires in these reports includes details of business
strategy, system expansion and custoner specific information, the
information will constitute trade secret information or
confidential comrercial information within the neaning of MR
Cv.P. 26(c) and MR Evid. 508. Thus, LDCs are required to
provide this information subject to the provision of this
protective order which restricts the use of the docunent to
pur poses relevant to the purposes of this proceeding before the
Comm ssi on.

We conclude that the reporting information required by the
Commi ssion is generally entitled to protection and therefore
confidential treatment upon initial filing is warranted.

Accordingly, it is

ORDERED

1. That aut horized natural gas |ocal distribution
utilities shall furnish copies of the system expansion
report materials specified in the Comm ssion’s
Sept enber 25, 1998, Order Establishing LDC System
Expansi on Reporting to the Comm ssion and the O fice of
the Public Advocate on the filing dates.
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2. That the information described in paragraph 1 above
shal | be considered "Designated Confidenti al
| nformation" for purposes of this Oder.

3. That all Designated Confidential Information shall,
unl ess renoved fromthe coverage of this Order as
provi ded in paragraph 4 bel ow, be and remain
confidential to the Conm ssion and the parties to this
proceedi ng. No Person to whom access to Designated
Confidential Information is accorded pursuant to
paragraph 7 of this Order shall disclose or reveal
directly or indirectly, the content of the Designated
Confidential Information to others except as provided
i n paragraph 7.

4. That the parties to whom such Designated Confidenti al
Information is furnished may chal | enge the designation
of such docunents or other information as confidential,
by notion to the Conmm ssion and upon reasonabl e prior
notice to the parties and an opportunity for hearing.
Upon the entry of an order granting such a notion, the
provisions and restrictions of this order shall cease
to bind any party or other person, with respect to such
docunents or information as the order granting the
notion shall expressly and clearly renmove fromthe
coverage of this Oder

5. That this Order may be nodi fied on notion of any party
or on the Conm ssion's own notion upon reasonable prior
notice to the parties and an opportunity for hearing.

6. This Order does not preclude any party from(a)
obj ecting on any substantive or procedural grounds, to
any subsequent data requests or other requests for
information or (b) objecting under the Maine Rul es of
Evi dence to the adm ssibility of any Designated
Confidential Information provided by an authorized
natural gas distribution utility.

7. That access to Designated Confidential Information
shall be Ilimted to the Comm ssion's nenbers, counsel
enpl oyees, and any i ndependent consultants or experts
retai ned by the Comm ssion, to a stenographer or
reporter recording any hearing in connection with the
proceedi ng; to nmenbers, counsel, enployees or
i ndependent consultants or experts of the Public
Advocat e.

8. That no copies of Designated Confidential |Information
furni shed by an authorized natural gas distribution
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10.

utility shall be circulated to persons other than those
persons who are authorized under paragraph 7 of this
Order to obtain Designated Confidential Information
Docunents offered in evidence may be copied as
necessary for that purpose. Persons authorized under
par agraph 7 hereof also may take such notes as may be
necessary solely for the purpose of this proceeding.
Such notes shall also be treated as Designated
Confidential Information and shall not be used for any
pur poses ot her than the preparation and conduct of this
pr oceedi ng.

That the restrictions upon, and obligations accruing
to, persons who becone subject to this order shall not
apply to any Designated Confidential Information
submtted in accordance wth paragraph 1 of this order
if the Conm ssion rules, after reasonable notice and
heari ng, that such Designated Confidential |Information
was publicly known at the tinme it was furnished or has
since becone publicly known through no fault of the
receiving party.

Copi es of Designated Confidential Information and
docunents, notes and other materials containing or
reflecting, directly or indirectly, the Designated
Confidential Information, that are in the possession of
Commi ssi on nmenbers, counsel, enployees, independent
consultants or experts retained by the Comm ssion

(1 ncluding both Advisory and Advocacy Staffs) of the
Comm ssion may be retai ned by those persons for the
pur pose of perform ng those persons’ duties and
obligations. |If retained, the Designated Confidenti al
I nfformation shall be subject to this Protective O der
or to a protective order issued in another proceeding
in which the Designated Confidential Information is
used. If a Conmm ssion nenber, counsel or enployee of
t he Conm ssion does not retain the Designated
Confidential Information, that person shall destroy it
as provided in this paragraph. Wthin forty-five (45)
days after the Conmm ssion reaches a final decision in
this proceeding (i.e. unappeal able), each other party
and Comm ssi on i ndependent consultants and experts
retai ned by the Conm ssion to whom Desi gnat ed
Confidential Information has been provi ded shal
destroy all docunents, notes and other materials
containing or reflecting, directly or indirectly, such
Desi gnated Confidential Information. Audio, video or
ot her such magnetically recorded materials shall be

el ectronically erased before disposal. Docunents shal
be shredded.
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Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 25th day of Septenber, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COWM SSI ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COWM SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent
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NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL

5 MR S. A 8 9061 requires the Public Uilities Comm ssion
to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding witten notice
of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at
t he concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of
review or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an
adj udi catory proceeding are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order nay be
request ed under Section 1004 of the Comm ssion's Rul es of
Practice and Procedure (65-407 C MR 110) within 20 days of
the date of the Order by filing a petition with the

Comm ssion stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is
sought..

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion nay be
taken to the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date
of the Order, a Notice of Appeal wth the Adm nistrative
Director of the Comm ssion, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320
(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Cvil Procedure, Rule 73 et
seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or

i ssues involving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates may
be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court,
pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320 (5).

Not e: The attachnent of this Notice to a docunent does not
indicate the Commi ssion's view that the particul ar docunent
may be subject to review or appeal. Simlarly, the failure
of the Comm ssion to attach a copy of this Notice to a
docunent does not indicate the Comm ssion's view that the
docunent is not subject to review or appeal.



